538                  THE  COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA  GAN&HI
go there, we should do so solely with the intention of furthering
constructive work. If, however, it is not possible to carry on
constructive w6rk properly there, we should keep away from
these institutions.
I know that many non-co-operators have no faith in the power
of the charkha. There is only one way of convincing them: that
those who have faith in the charkha should ply it with the greatest
zest and encourage others. It is my firm belief that without the
charkha it is impossible to secure or retain swaraj. True, it may
be that all of us do not mean the same thing by swaraj. To me
it has but one meaning: the eradication of the poverty of India and free-
dom for every man and woman. Ask the starving men and women of
India. They say that their swaraj is their bread. Agriculture
alone cannot feed the tens of millions of Indian peasants. They
need additional help from some industry or other. The charkha
alone can provide such a universal industry. "A starving man can-
not think of God."
Another gentleman writes to say that something should be
done to provide livelihood to those who have given up their trades
on account of the non-co-operation movement. It is and it is not a
difficult question to solve at once. If everyone comes to understand
the secret of constructive work, the question of starving does not
arise at all. But if faith in constructive work is lacking, starvation
will remain a perpetual problem. It is my firm belief that he who
has faith in the charkha and the handloom can easily find a
livelihood. The difficulties of the middle classes in the country
can only be solved through industry. We have a number of bad
customs. We shall have to give them up. If only one man labours
and there are ten who do nothing, we cannot get a living out of
weaving. Also, we should not keep looking up to the Congress all
the time. Swaraj should mean this, too, that we become self-
supporting. This is what one may call faith in oneself. Lord
Krishna, the lover of his devotees, has laid down in the Bhagavad
Giia one condition for the livelihood of every man. He who
wants to appease his hunger should fulfil this condition. Yajna
means a number of things. One important thing it means is
labour. He who eats but performs no labour is a thief, in the
words of the Lord.
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